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      ******************************************************************************************************************** 
 

LENT CLASSES  2011 
 

Being a Disciple of Christ: 
Biblical Models of Christian Discipleship 

in the New Testament 

Thursdays, April 7 & April 14, 7-8:00 p.m. 

 

There is no shortage of books on Christian discipleship. While most texts describe the initial objective 
as becoming a follower of Christ, each book offers a unique set of methods to achieve this goal. Some 
offer techniques that include Bible study and major changes to personal and corporate behavior, while 
other approaches appear more introspective and contemplative. Why must there be so many different 
approaches? One might be tempted to say, "Just live the way the disciples did in the New 
Testament," and leave it at that. But such a declaration is more complex than one might initially 
believe.  
 
When we look at how particular groups of disciples followed Jesus Christ, we discover many different 
methods within the sacred text. It appears that even during the earliest period of Christian history, 
there was not a single means by which to follow Christ. Throughout this Lenten study, participants will 
investigate key texts of the New Testament, revealing many methods by which disciples functioned as 
followers or pupils, and ask how applicable these methods might be for thoughtful Christians of our 
day.  
 

Thursday Evening Schedule 
6:00 p.m. Simple Soup Supper 

7:00 p.m. Class Session: How does Christ Save Us? 
8:15 p.m. Compline Prayer 

8:30 p.m. Leave Taking 

Come for dinner, for dinner and classes, or just for the classes! 

SIGN UP FOR CLASSES AT THE MESSAGE CENTER TODAY! 
 

      ******************************************************************************************************************** 
 

  WHAT IS THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER?  

The Great Vigil of Easter is the service that ushers in Easter. It is a service of great drama and 
movement. The Vigil begins outside. As we gather in the dark, the Great Fire of Easter is lit. The 
Paschal Candle is lit from the fire, as are the congregations candles, and we process together into the 
church. The church remains dark for the Liturgy of the Word. We hear together the story of God's 
redeeming work done on our behalf. Between the readings, we will have responses that include music, 
movement, and ritual. Reminded of salvation history, we reaffirm our baptismal vows together, 
recalling that we, too, are a part of God's salvation story. Now it is time to declare that Christ is 
Risen! The Great Alleluia is then proclaimed, the lights are thrown on. We are the people of God 
prepared to participate in a Resurrected reality, in which death and darkness have been conquered. 
As the Body of Christ, we are now fed with the Body of Christ, as the service culminates with The 
Great Thanksgiving, Holy Eucharist. We are sent forth to be a people set free by Christ to be Christ for 
this broken world. Won't you be a part of this service draped in Holy Mystery, Saturday, April 23rd  
Gather in the courtyard at sundown. 

****************************************************************************************************************** 
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7:30 & 9:30 AM
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