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 Entrance Rite 

Prelude 

At the ringing of the bell, stand as able as the ministers enter during the hymn. 

Hymn in Procession “Brightest and best of the stars in the morning” The Hymnal 1982 #118 
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Opening Acclamation EOW 50 

Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One. 

People You come to your people and set them free. 

Song of Praise “Gloria, Gloria” Take Up The Song #17 
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 Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray.  

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: 

Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen.  

Please be seated. 

Liturgy of the Word 

The First Lesson Isaiah 60:1-6 

Lector A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness 

shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his 

glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 

dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons 

shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you 

shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall 

be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover 

you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring 

gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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 The Psalm Sung by all. Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 

1  Give the King your justice, O | God, * 

  and your righteousness to the King's | Son; 

2  That he may rule your people | righteously * 

  and the poor with | justice; 

3  That the mountains may bring prosperity to the | people, * 

  and the little hills bring | righteousness. 

4  He shall defend the needy among the | people; * 

  he shall rescue the poor and crush the op | pressor. 

5  He shall live as long as the sun and moon en | dure, * 

  from one generation to an | other. 

6  He shall come down like rain upon the mown | field, * 

  like showers that water the | earth. 

7  In his time shall the righteous | flourish; * 

  there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no | more. 

10  The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay | tribute, * 

  and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer | gifts. 

11  All kings shall bow down be | fore him, * 

  and all the nations do him | service. 

12  For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in dis | tress, * 

  and the oppressed who has no | helper. 

13  He shall have pity on the lowly and | poor; * 

  he shall preserve the lives of the | needy. 

14  He shall redeem their lives from oppression and | violence, * 

  and dear shall their blood be in his | sight. 
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 The Second Lesson Ephesians 3:1-12 

Lector A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- 

for surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you, 

and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 

a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 

In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been 

revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow 

heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me by 

the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to 

me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see 

what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the 

church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has 

carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence 

through faith in him. 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

All stand as able. 
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 Hymn at the Sequence Sung by all. The Hymnal 1982 #490 

 

The Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, 

he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, 

“In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
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 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 

had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; 

and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 

had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the 

star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child 

with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 

chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon The Very Rev. Bradley A. Linboom 

 Rector 

All stand as able.  

The Nicene Creed Said by all. BCP 358 

We believe in one God the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 

Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 

made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was  

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into  

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the 

Prophets. 

We believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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 The Prayers of the People  

Deacon As we join the Magi from the East and humbly offer gifts at the feet of Jesus, 

let us offer prayers to God who shows the glory of Christ in all the world. 

Intercessor  By the manifestation of the King of the Jews to the shepherds and the Magi.  

People Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Intercessor  For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, for Paula, our bishop, for our parish lay and clergy 

leaders, for all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God. 

People Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Intercessor  For those preparing for Baptism and for all believers who put their trust in the 

incarnate Son of God. 

People Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Intercessor  For the leaders of the nations and all in authority, and for peace and justice. 

People Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Intercessor  For the sick and the suffering. In this congregation we especially pray for: 

Elizabeth & Matthew; R and J; Kris; Maria Luz & Eusebio; Shain; Betsy; Judy; Diane; 

Gloria; John & Pam; Zeke; Gloria; Jim; Marian; Rhyn; Evan; Liz; Payton; Tim; Terry; 

Sharon; David; Gordon; Elsie; Luis; David; Gilbert; Temple; Fola & Yinka; Marsha; 

Eduardo, Milagros, Clemente, & “Tia” Maria; Frank; Charlotte; Rachel; Marianne & 

Peter; Charlotte; Nancy; Margie & Jeff; John & Joyce and those we now name aloud 

or in the silence of our hearts… 

 The people are invited to voice additional petitions. 

 For travelers, for the hungry and the oppressed, for those in prison, and for the 

dying and dead.  We pray especially for Yetunde Grace. 

People Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Intercessor  For our deliverance from all affliction, strife, and need. 

People Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

The Celebrant concludes with the following collect. 

Celebrant God of the stars of night, accept the prayers we offer on this joyful feast. Fill our 

hunger with your word of truth and summon all who thirst to the banquet of your 

love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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 Confession and Absolution 

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. 

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

  Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

  in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

Celebrant  The Peace of the Lord, be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

The people greet one another in the name of the Lord and then are seated.  
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 The Liturgy of the Table 

Offertory Sentence 

The Celebrant begins the Offertory with a sentence of scripture. The people are then seated. 

The Offertory “Rise up Shepherd” African American Spiritual 
During the Offertory, the gifts of bread and wine are brought forward and Deacon prepares the table. 

Offertory Response “People of God” Voices Found #109 v.3 

The people stand for the Hymn as the Offering is presented. 
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 The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367 

The Celebrant continues 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 

[Here a Proper Preface is sung or said.] 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 

of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

The Sanctus Sung by all. MHSO #38 

our 
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 The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in  

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;  

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be  

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have  

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which 

is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

All We remember his death, 

  We proclaim his resurrection, 

   We await his coming in glory. 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,  

from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the  

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly  

country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and  

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,  

and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,  

Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
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 The Lord’s Prayer Sung by all. 

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
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 The Fraction 

We observe a moment of holy silence as the Celebrant breaks the bread.  

The Anthem Sung by all. EOM 1 #37 

The Invitation to Communion 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God, for the People of God. 

About Receiving Communion 

All who seek God and are drawn by Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Follow the instructions of the clergy and/or ushers.  

If for any reason, you do not wish to receive Communion, you are still invited to come forward.  

Please cross your arms over your chest for a prayer of blessing to be said over you.  

Please inform the minister if you need a gluten-free wafer.  
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 Communion Hymn “We Three Kings”     The Hymnal 1982 #128 

The Sending Forth of Home Communion Ministers 

The Home Communion Ministers come forward at this time to receive Bread and Wine consecrated at today’s 
Eucharist to share with people sick or homebound. All stand as able. 

Celebrant In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts,  
that those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s  
Body and Blood. 

People  We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.  
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 The Post-Communion Prayer BCP 365 

Celebrant  Let us pray.  

All  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Announcements/birthdays/anniversaries 

The Epiphany Blessing BOS 12 

Celebrant May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find the Christ, 

  the Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the Lord. 

People Amen. 

Celebrant May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only- begotten at his baptism in 

  the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to the waters of new 

  birth. 

People Amen. 

Celebrant  May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, 

transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen. And the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 

for ever. 

People  Amen. 

Celebrant  And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you for ever. 

People  Amen. 
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 Hymn in Procession “What star is this, with beams so bright”  The Hymnal 1982 #124 
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 Dismissal  

The Deacon dismisses the people, the people responding 

People Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 
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 Vestry 
 

Wardens  
 Kim Coogan-Rogers (‘26) Susan Dillon (‘27) 
 kcoogrog@comcast.net smdillon@sbcglobal.net 

   
Vestry Members  

Jeanne Widing (‘26) - Outreach 

Jesse Wood (‘26) - Adult Formation 

Ross Drobny (‘27) - Buildings & Grounds 

Amy Gabriel (‘27) - Christian Education 

Joan Barry (‘28) - Hospitality 

Tom Koziel (‘28) - Finance 

Treasurer  
Jim Massie   

jim@holynativitych.org 
 

Clerk 
Alisha McCloud 

Alisha_mccloud@hotmail.com 

Church Staff 
 

Rector 
 The Very Rev. Bradley A. Linboom  
 brad@holynativitych.org  

Deacons 
 The Rev. Rose Cicero 
 rose@holynativitych.org 

 The Rev. Dr. Sandra Siegel Miller 
 sandy@holynativitych.org 

Parish Administrator   
 Christine Zeman  
 parishadmin@holynativitych.org  

Director of Music Ministries 
 Marianne Thompson   
 marianne@holynativitych.org  

Director of Youth and Family Formation 
 Rachel Snavely 
 rachel@holynativitych.org 
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